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Student Success Tips 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you 
and your student during parent teacher 
conferences.  As convenient as electronic 
communication is, we value the time to meet with 
you and your student in person and one-on-one. 

 

To further help your student at school, please 
consider the following tips. 

 

� Foster Management of Schoolwork 

It’s not necessary to help your student with the 
schoolwork; instead, encouraging them and 
supervising their work can make a difference. 
When your child gets stuck, then you can 
brainstorm alongside them on ways to get help, 
(e.g. textbook, peer, teacher, online resources, 
notes, etc.). In many ways this is best because 
you are modeling how to use their resources!  
 
� Encourage Self-Advocacy and Communication 

Students have many avenues to communicate 
with their teachers (email, in class, during 
Focus…); however, some students underutilize 
this resource. Whether it be asking for a focus 
pass or requesting clarification on an assignment, 
teachers want self-advocacy and open 
communication. Encourage your child to talk with 
his or her teachers; your child can even email 
teachers while you sit with them. By opening this 
dialogue with teachers, students will learn the 

value of talking with their teachers and future 
bosses to help clarify expectations and address 
issues.  
 

� Make School Attendance a Priority 

 
• Talk about the importance of showing up to 

school every day, make that the expectation. 
• Help your child maintain daily routines, such 

as finishing homework and getting a good 
night’s sleep. 

• Try not to schedule dental and medical 
appointments during the school day. 

• Don’t let your child stay home unless truly 
sick.  

Attendance Works 

 

Inclement Weather 

Weather Related Closures: 
 
Hockinson School District administrators take 
many factors into consideration when determining 
school closures, and then notify the media and 
place calls to families and staff through our 
automated notification system. Additional 
announcements are made on the district's web 
page, emergency closure line, social media pages 
and FlashAlert News. If the Hockinson area 
experiences inclement weather during the school 
day and buses cannot safely transport students 
home, students will be kept at school to wait for 
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their parents or to make other transportation 
arrangements. Also, if the bus driver believes a 
student may be locked out of their home during 
bad weather, the student will be returned to their 
school or the district office, if schools are closed. 
There are no before school or after school 
activities during a school closure. 
 
Late Starts: 
 
In the event of late starts, school begins two 
hours later than the regular starting time.  There 
are no before school activities during a two hour 
late start.  Please see the school website for the  
 
Snow Routes - Buses: 
 
Snow Route information can be found on the 
district and school web sites 
http://www.hocksd.org/district_information/busin
g_information. If the district is operating on Snow 
Routes in the morning, buses will also be on Snow 
Routes in the afternoon even if the roads are dry 
to eliminate confusion of pick-up points. Parents 
who have to drive their children to school in the 
morning will also need to make arrangements to 
pick them up in the afternoon. Parents always 
have the option to keep your child home if you 
feel that it is unsafe to navigate the roads around 
Hockinson. Please notify the school of your 
decision. 
 

College and Career Center 

Upcoming Lunch Visits:  
11/01:  Pacific Lutheran University 
11/03:  Western Washington University 
11/08:  Marines 
11/10:  Navy 
 
Upcoming College Deadlines: 
11/01:  Saint Martin’s (rolling) 
11/01:  WWU (early action) 
11/01:  Western (early action) 
11/15:  Gonzaga (early action) 
11/15:  Pacific Lutheran (rolling admission) 
11/15:  Seattle U (early action) 
11/15:  Seattle Pacific (early action) 

11/15:  Whitman (early decision 1) 
11/30:  Whitworth (early action 1) 
12/01:  UW Seattle 
 
Did you know that you have to fill out the FAFSA in 
order to qualify for 
the Pell Grant as well 
as many 
scholarships?  Don’t 
worry, there’s still 
time!  Step one is to 
get your FSA ID at 
https://fsaid.ed.gov/
npas/index.htm and 
then fill out the 
FAFSA at 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/. 

 

Blood Drive 

The HHS 
Key Club 
will be 

holding 
its fall 

blood drive in the upstairs gym on November 
10.  All students age 16 and above are eligible to 
donate with parent permission.  Parents and 
community members are encouraged to donate 
as well, and will be given priority in line. Using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor app can help speed up 
the process.  
 

Hockinson ASB News 
Congratulations to the 2016 Homecoming Court: 
Queen Kristy Haagen and King Wyatt Hillard. 
Court members included Lauren Ellensohn, Alex 
Elerick, Mallory Hylton, Gannon Kytola, Mitch 
Lines, Jessica Lunceford, Camie Randall, and Jack 
Tolmie.  Thanks to the Northwest Corvette 
Association our court members showed up at 
halftime riding in corvettes!  It was a great night 
with many alumni back for the game.   
 
Homecoming week was one filled with 
celebrations and fun events.  There were special 
events planned during lunch time, Spirit Days, a 
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homecoming assembly and the week concluded 
with the Homecoming Dance where about 330 
students were in attendance.  Thanks to the 
leadership class for building the HHS Community 
Spirit! 
 
Canned Food Drive   
 
This year ASB is hosting the canned food drive 
November 14 – 18.  This five day event is used to 
give back to members not only of our Hockinson 
community but to families in need around Clark 
County.  For this event ASB is planning “specific” 
contribution days.  Our goal is to bring in products 
that are nutritious and beneficial.   We gladly will 
accept any canned food product donations and 
community members are welcome to drop them 
off at the main office. 

 

    WINTER SPORTS begin 

Monday, 11/14/16     

(Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball,  

Boys Swim, Wrestling)  

 

To be cleared for Winter Athletics, athletes must 

have athletic paperwork on file in the 

ASB/Activities Office by Thursday, 11/10/16.  

For details or questions, please go to the HS  

http://hhs.hocksd.org/activities/athletics or 

call 360-448-6452. 

 

Hockinson HS Fall Play Runs 
November 17-19! 

"The Hockinson HS Theatre Company is excited to 
bring to you another amazing production 
year!  Our student performers are hard at work 
rehearsing our Fall play, Shakespeare's Twelfth 
Night.  This hilarious comedy of mistaken identity 
features a cast of crazy and zany characters who 
are all very familiar.  In this tale, Viola has been 
shipwrecked in a hurricane off the coast of Illyria, 
a city which also goes by a familiar name: New 
Orleans.  In the process she has lost her twin 
brother, Sebastian. She disguises herself as a 

boy for her protection. Thus disguised, Viola 
becomes a page in the service of the love-sick 
“Duke" Orsino, the lead musician in a jazz night 
club in the French Quarter who tirelessly pursues 
the love of Lady Olivia, a sultry jazz singer!  Viola 
ends up in the middle of a terrible love triangle, 
which is made all the more hilarious by virtue of 
her disguise and the surprising arrival of her 
"dead" brother Sebastian!   
 
This production is but one of hundreds of other 
play productions which are a part of the Tony 
Award winning Shakespeare and Company's Fall 
Festival of Shakespeare.  The goal of the program 
is to celebrate the exploration of Shakespeare in 
a non-competitive, non-professional format.  The 
culmination of this experience is a weekend long 
festival on November 19-20 at the Winningstad 
Theatre in which the students of the HHS Theatre 
Company will perform on a professional 
stage!  This remarkable event is open to the 
public and tickets are $20.  For those of you who 
can't make it to the festival, make sure to see our 
production on the stage at HHS on November 17-
18 at 7:00.  Tickets will be $6 general admission, 
$4 for students with ASB, kids under 12, and 
seniors.  You won't want to miss this one!" 
 

Hockinson High School Announces 
International Thespian Society 
Inductees! 
The International Thespian Society is a prestigious 
high school program for students who have 
demonstrated a passion for the stage.  Hockinson 
High School formed a chapter of the ITS last year 
with the induction of 6 students.  While some 
students graduated, the remaining students 
Alexander Elerick (senior), Jessica Lee 
(sophomore), and Karlson Drendel (senior) will be 
joined by five more inductees:  Daniel Humphreys 
(junior), Sophia Wisely (junior), Danny Remenar 
(senior), Camie Randall (senior), Lauren Rath 
(senior), and Kenneth Coombs (junior).  Each of 
these students have demonstrated the utmost 
dedication and devotion to theatre by 



P a g e  | 4 

 

 
 

accumulating a minimum of 100 hours 
of experience on the stage. 
 
Commitment to theatre is what the International 
Thespian Society is all about. The Society was 
established in 1929 by a group of college and 
high school teachers in Fairmont, West Virginia. 
They named their organization for Thespis, the 
Greek who, according to legend, was the first 
actor; their guiding principle was a dedication to 
excellence in theatre arts in secondary schools. In 
the 87 years since, the Society has grown into an 
international organization with more than 2.2 
million members, but its goals haven’t changed; 
the International Thespian Society still strives to 
make education and arts programs places for 
good theatre and to honor those students who do 
theatre well. The Society is a service as well as an 
honorary organization.  Hockinson High School 
represents the ITS with as Local Troupe 8251 
under the direction of HHS theatre teacher Greg 
Saum. 
 

Band Updates 

The fall weather cooperated for a mostly dry 
evening of football and for the HHS Band's half-
time show.  A huge crowd was there to cheer on 
the football team, band, and Homecoming Court 
on Friday, Oct. 8th.  It was a great game, with the 
Hawks beating Washougal 47-12!  The band 
entertained the crowd with lots of fun songs from 
the stands and a half-time show on the field with 
drum majors, Dana Robertson and Jack Broer, 
dancing with the cheer squad for a song! 

 
 
 

Upcoming Concerts 
Join the HHS Wind Ensemble and Jazz Bands on 
Thursday, November 3rd at 7:30pm as they host 
a great evening of music with Washougal High 
School's bands.  And, mark your calendars for the 
HHS Winter Concert on Thursday, December 
8th.  This concert will feature all of the HHS 
bands...Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, 
and Percussion Ensemble. 

 

History in Action 

Students in Mr. Coffing’s history classes got 
hands on this month! 

 
“Dream Home of the Gods” created in Ancient 
World. 
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Exploration and fur trade board games in WA 
State History. 

 
 

Yearbook 

Senior photos are due Tuesday, November 15.  
Please upload your photo by clicking on the 
Jostens banner on the Yearbook website at 
http://hhs.hocksd.org/activities/yearbook. 

 

The last day to purchase a yearbook is February 
24.  Purchases can be made in the Activities 
Office or online on the Hockinson School District 
website under the parent tab, online payments.  
Please remember that the yearbook is a student-
run publication and a learning opportunity.  HHS 
will not refund yearbooks due to mistakes. 
 

Mock Trial is RECRUITING  
Each year, Mock Trial teams from around the 
state prepare and argue a hypothetical legal case 
in a real courtroom before a real judge. Cases are 
usually ripped from the headlines and allow 
students to wrestle with contemporary legal 
issues. This year’s case revolves around a self-
driving cars colliding with a traditional Quaker 
society.  
 
Last year, which was our FIRST year, our team 
qualified for the state competition up in Olympia! 

We learned a lot from that experience and are 
ready to compete at a whole new level!!  
 
We NEED PEOPLE to fill many roles for our Mock 
Trial team: attorneys for the plaintiff, attorneys for 
the defense, and/or one of eight witnesses. 
According to the YMCA Youth and Government 
program, “Participants in the Mock Trial Program 
learn critical thinking and dispute resolution, 
practice oral advocacy, and experience planning 
and preparing a team effort.  They develop a feel 
for the meaning of justice as they learn to sift 
truths from untruths and how to evaluate both 
sides of an issue before making a decision.” As a 
result of their participation in the Mock Trial 
program, students will develop the skills needed 
for active and engaged citizenship. 
 
In order to make this program a success, we need 
the support of community volunteers, ranging 
from team parents and mentors to legal 
consultants. If would like to volunteer or have 
questions, please contact the club advisor, Heidi 
Morris at heidi.morris@hocksd.org or 360-448-
6450. 
 

AAA Booster News 
We held our 14th Annual Dinner Auction on 
Saturday, October 22nd and it was a huge 
success. Thank you to each and every one of the 
record breaking number of people who attended 
and generously supported our students! We had 
so much fun raising necessary and important 
funds for the high school teams and activity 
groups. Thanks to our generous bidders, we 
earned over $50,000 that will go towards the 
participating teams and groups. Our Make a 
Difference paddle raise brought in $4900 towards 
the cost of updating the school’s championship 
banners that currently hang in the gym – thank 
you Hockinson! 
 
This event is a lot of work and takes many hands 
to make it happen.  A heartfelt thank you to our 
auction coordinator, Julie Atchley, and all of the 
committee members, parents, donors, auction 
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attendees and students who made the evening 
possible. 
 
 
Mark your calendars! The annual Hockinson 
Holiday Bazaar is being held on Saturday, 
December 3rd in the Hockinson High School 
commons from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. It's a great 
time to kick off the holiday season so get ready to 
grab some friends and do some holiday shopping 
while enjoying Christmas music, raffles, 
concessions and more.  Shop from over 70 
amazing vendors for unique, one-of-a kind items! 
Admission is free. 
 
If you are interested in renting a spot in our 
Holiday Bazaar, please visit our website, 
www.hockinsonBoosters.com for an application. 
 
We have three AAA Booster meetings remaining 
this year: Wednesday, October 26th, November 
16th and December 14th from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in 
the high school library; please consider joining us. 
The boosters help all activity, athletic and 
academic groups at the high school. This 
message is from your 2016/2017 booster 
representatives: Julie Atchley, Reenie Henderson, 
Sandy Bishop, Christine Parker and Erin 
McClelland. 
 

Hockinson Girls Bowling Club 
The Hockinson Girls Bowling Club is organizing a 
rummage sale on Saturday, December 3rd, in the 
High School MPR during the Holiday Bazaar from 
9 am to 4 pm. We are looking for donations of 
antiques, collectables, gifts, auto memorabilia, 
clothing and furniture. We want this to be a higher 
end sale, after all we are trying to raise money, 
but we will gladly accept anything that you are 
willing to donate. Please email Eirik Huset (club 
advisor and coach) at eirik.huset@hocksd.org for 
arrangements of pick up or drop off of your items. 
 
Thanks, Eirik & the Hockinson Girls Bowling Club 

 

Hockinson High School Faculty 

To contact any staff member by e-mail use the  

firstname.lastname@hocksd.org 

 

For example, to contact Principal Colleen Anders: 
colleen.anders@hocksd.org 

Colleen Anders Principal 

Josh Johnson Asst. Principal 

Teachers:  

Toni Allyn Language Arts 

Irina Blizzard Math 

Dave Coffing Social Studies 

Curt Collingwood Spanish 

Steve Cookson French 

Dennis DeWitt Science 

Sally Drendel Language Arts 

Elizabeth Fortier Language Arts 

John Frank Special Education 

Gail Gunderson Math/Spanish 

Joey Harteloo Language Arts 

Tanya Hochhalter Art 

Tammy Kirby Spanish 

Berit Kretz Math 

BeLynda Lee-Jensen Science 

Shannon McCombs 
Instructional Coach/ 
Credit Recovery 

Corey McEnry Music 

Jenn Miller 
College/Career 
Counselor 
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Heidi Morris Social Studies 

Heber Nelski Math 

Sean O’Neal Social Studies/Math 

Randy Pearrow PE 

Leslie Pershall Health/PE/Yr Book 

Janet Prentice Special Education 

Angela Redinger Social Studies 

Margo Rice CTE 

Thomas Royce Science 

Leslie Ruby 
Developmental 
Resource/Transition 

Greg Saum Language Arts/Theatre 

Jade Scott Language Arts 

Chris Shepard CTE 

Beth Tugaw ASB/PE/Athletics 

Chris Turner Science 

Dawn Wallace Math 

Carolyn Waters Special Education 

Counselors: 

Brian Kimber Counselor,  

Last Names A-K 

Myke Pace Counselor,  

Last Names L-Z 

 

Support Staff: 

Ron Berry Security 

Emily Chicks Custodian 

Mario Cruz-Mendez Custodian 

Arlene Deitz Media Tech 

Joanne Graham Registrar 

Jason Granneman SRO 

Becky Hawkins Secretary 

Jodie Hendrickson Para-educator 

Ray Henry Para-educator 

Karrie Higley Custodian 

Kade Hoots Lead Custodian 

Mary Hylton Attendance 

Susan Lemos Para-educator 

Nancy McClure Para-educator 

Colleen O’Brien Food Service 

Patty Ortega Para-educator 

Kelly Rough Para-educator 

Laura Schauer Para-educator 

Angela Sexson Para-educator 

Christy Sparks Athletics 

Teresa Suva Office 

Tracy Turner ASB Bookkeeper 

Amy Warnke Office 

 

Exams 

Tue 11/1 
11th & 12th Math SBAC 
Retakes  

Thur 11/3 11th & 12th ELA Retakes, A-M  

Tue 11/8 11th & 12th ELA Retakes, N-Z  
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Coming Up 

Thur 11/3 Fall Band Concert 7:30 PM 

Thur 11/10 Veteran’s Day Assembly Focus 

Fri 11/11 
Veteran’s Day Observed, No 
School 

  

Mon 11/14 Winter Sports Begin  

 
11/14-
11/18 

Canned Food Drive  

Tue 11/15 
Senior Portraits due for 
Yearbook 

  

Thu-
Fri 

11/17, 
11/18 

 Drama Production: “Twelfth 
Night” 

7:00 PM 

Sat 11/19 
Fall Festival of Shakespeare at 
Winningstad Theatre 

noon 

Mon 11/21 
Senior Cap and Gown 
Presentation 

Focus 

Wed-
Fri 

11/23-
11/25 

Thanksgiving Holiday, No 
School 

  

Thur 12/1 
Senior Cap and Gown Orders 
in Library 

6:00-7:00 
PM 

Fri 12/2 
Senior Cap and Gown Orders 
during lunches 

11:20-
12:45 

Sat 12/3 Holiday Bazaar @ HHS 9:00-4:00 

Thur 12/8 Winter Band Concert 7:00 PM 

 
12/19-

1/2 
Winter Break, No School  

 
Our vision is to inspire all to live with strong core 
values, to become competent, responsible 
learners, independent thinkers, and positive 
contributors to our changing world. 
 
Hockinson High School  
16819 NE 159th St. 
Brush Prairie, WA  98606 
P: 360-448-6450   
F: 360-448-6459 
 
Cascade Transportation: 360-687-7137

  


